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TOWN OF SANDWICH, 


GRPNEHRAL ACCOUNT. 


The Selectmen charge themselves with the following sume:— 
Cash reported in the hands of the Town Treasvrer for 1855, $1413,72. 


Received of said sum, 
Amount of taxes assessed 1856 
School House do 
Cash of Effingham 

F do County 

. do Railroad 

»” do Literary fund 

NK do Moses Butler for boards 
do Town farm for articles sold 
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Highways and Bridges. 


Elias Fogg for labor and materials on P H Varney bridge 


Samuel F Vittum for railing do 
James N Snow for labor on pore dt 
Henry Weed, Jr for stone work on Weed bridge 
David Tilton for labor on do 
Benjamin Corlis do do 
Andrew Mason for Jumber for do 

W_ H Bennett for labor on do 


H Weed, Jr going after iron bolts and other services 
C Ranlet & Co for bolts &c for do 
Andrew Webster for labor on do 
J Stone, Jr do do 
J Wallowa, Jr for timber for do ‘ 
J M Smith for labor on Weed and Dolloff bridge 
H Weed, Jr for labor on Weed’s bridge, 
Andrew Mason for lumber for do 
Andrew Webster for labor on Weed’s bridge 
- DR Kenny for labor and lumber ‘ 
Amos Bennett for labor and timber on Rand bridge 
David S Rowe for labor on bridge 
J F Moulton for striager for Rand bridge 
Simon Bennett for Jabor on bank wall © 


$1332 


81 


4932 94 


1120 
ll 
346 
18 
226 
] 


73 
02 
41 
24 
52 
83 


119 7 
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$8109 
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10 
00 
25 
00 
17 
OL 
95 
00 
50 
00 
75 
00 
00 
00 
17 
67 
75 
58 
00 
00 
00 
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A C Quimby for powder 1 00 
W Hadley for labor and lumber 13 46 
Ira Atwood for labor on J Batchelder and Mill bridge 38 50 
Alvah Moulton do do 37 50 
Alvah Quimby for hauling timber, &c ‘ll 09 
1. S Henderson for hauling stone, &c on Taylor river 12 00 
Elias Vittum for labor and Jumber on Taylor bridge 18 13 
‘L Wallis tor hauling stone, &e on ‘Taylor river 12 00 
_W P Beede for Jabor on bridge and road - salt: Si ed 
‘Ira Dustin for breaking Snow . reeetes: OO 
Mark Huntress for labor on new road . 4 00 
LB Ethndge for labor on bridge in 1855 5 00 
Joseph Wallis for labor on bridge on County road in 1855, as per 
order of John Burley 11 06 
J C Rogers for labor and Jumber on bridge 3 06 
Alvah Moulton for labor on bridge and drawing timber 4 7 20 
J L Huntress for labor on new ruad 2 26 
G W Penniman for labor on Weed’s bridge 3 06 
Batchelder for ox work do 33 
J G Hart for lumber for bridge 63 9 


M B Sanborn for boards and work 

A Fogg for labor on highway 

J Wentworth for powder and fuse, &c 

W C Vaylor for lumber and sawing 

Henry Weed for sawing lumber 

J C Rogers for irons to ‘plow 

Jacob Webster for labor in repairing County road 
DG Steverson for guide boards 

{.R Johnson for repairing bridge 

David Bryer tor labor on Chase and Nealy bridges 
i D Gilman for labor, repairing County road 
Charles Flanders for lumber in 1855 

J Gilman for labor on repairing County road 


* 
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J W Blanchard for plank for JC Rogers bridge 7 40 
“JS Batchelder for {and damage in laying out W Hadley’s road 40 90 | 
Nasoo Smith for work of his non-resident tax 60 7 
Jaeod Smith do 1 00¥ 
W W Heines do 3 00 5 
John Pease do 5 " 300 | 


$564 16 | 


I'he Henry Weed and the Batchelder bridges have been built over new, | 
and the Paul Varney bridge completed the present year, and also repairs | 
made on the Taylor bridge and river to keep it from washing; and it is gen-j 


erally conceded that our bridges are in good condition and will not need 


much repairing fer several years. 


we 
External Poor, 


J Wentworth for supplies furnished John Ferguson, Thos Wallis, 
F-Coffran, S Scribner, R & J Skinner and others, including ex- 


penses of getting A Elliott, S Kenerson to town farm $130 47 
Tamworth for sickness and Brera charges of John M Bean in Jan- 
uary and February, 1856 29 40 
M H Marston for wheat for Aaron Moulton in 1855 ~~ 3 00 
Dover for supplies furaished John A Smith in 1855 ; 40 00 
Haverhill for supplies furnishsd Thos Wallis in 1855 14.93 
H B Leonard, Haverhill, for medicine for do in 1855 10.50 
Haverhill for support of Thos Wallis’ daughter 6 60. 
Tuftonborough for medical attendance on A Elliott 28.00 
Epping for supplies and funeral charges of F Trickey 27. 05 
Epping tor supplies furnished Pluma Trickey 31 09 
J B Blanchard for support of B Blanchard 26 00 
J Avery for coffin for James George and carrying same : 6 00 
Laconia for supplies and funeral charges of A Horn’s wife = 38.94 
1 G Mooney for wood, shoe work & provision for J Ferguson's family 25 84 
J Wingate for support of Israel Cook up to March 1, ‘1857 75 
J M Moulton for supplies furnished J Andy 63 
Levi Seavy for carrying J Andy to Concord 2 90 
H Drew for digging grave for F Coffrin’s wife and other services 3 00 
EL Sturtevant for supplies and taking care of James George during 
his last illness 39 22 
W A Heard for supplies furnished J Ferguson in Feb. & March, ’56 7 50 
Tuftin Wallis for wood delivered F Coffrin 19 
Aaron Beede, Jr for coffin and supplies for F Coffrin’s wife 12 00 
Charles Vittum for support of his mother 10 00 
C Gilman for fare of A Hiliott and wife to TuftonLoreugh 1 25 
Tuftin Vittum to time and expense in getting J Flandersto town farm 2 00 
S M Folsom for cow delivered Lemuel. Chase 30 00 
Sarah Vittum for taking care of F Coffrin’s wife 10 00 
A M Moulton for support of Ann Gault one year 25 00 
H Atkins for support of John Coffrin and wife 47 00 
A Tilton for labor done for Stephen Scribner 3 00 
A C Quimby for supplies furnished 1 Kent and F Coffrin Tok 
Samuel F Vittum for work of his daughter for F Coffrin 5 00 
Laconia for supplies and coffin, medica] attendance, &c., furnished 
during the last illness of Mrs Hackett 61 55 
David Atwood for support of mother one year 27 00 
J F Moulton, 1 pair boots for Coffrin boy and other shoe work 3 87 
W Bennett for bringing A Elliott and wife to Centre Sandwich pe 
IS Emerson for medical attendance of town’s poor one year, as per 
contract 25 00 
A B Beede for supplies furnished J Furgerson 4 00 
B H Hodge for support of Joshua Prescott and wife 40 00 
B H Hodge for digging grave of James George 1 00 
$825 97 
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Town Farm. 


Russell Graves for balance of one year’s labor 169 00 
A C Quimby for supplies furnished town farm 55 23 
Alvah Moulton for appraisal of property 1 18 
David Tilten for appraisal of property 1 18 
Morrill B Sanborn for blacksmith work 11 03 
Betsey Sanborn for pasturing cow and oxen ' 8 00 
Lemuel Chase for work in haying - 100 
Wm Weed for wood 84 
J F Moulton paid for werk in haying and supplies 21 00 
Joseph Wentworth for supplies, plows, &c 25 16 
{ F Gilman for 120 bricks yan 90 
Lemuel F Gilman for sled timber, &c 1 75 
Jacob F Moulton for overseeing town farm . § 00 

$301 27 

INVENTORY OF PROPERTY AT TOWN FARM. 
1856. 1857. 

1 pair oxen $100 00 4 oxen $235 00 
3 cows 75 00 1 pair three years old steers 62 00 
1 three years old heifer 25 CO 3 cows 90,00, 1 3 yrs. old heifer 120 00 
1 pair three years old steers 75 00 9 sheep 32,00, 2 shotes 15,00 AT 00 
1 pair two do 30.00 9 hens 2,50, 11 tons hay in old barn 68 50 
2 two years old heifers 25 00 8 tons of hay in new barn 64 00 
6 sheep 20 00 Lot of straw 1,00, 20 bush. corn 21 00 
2 shotes 24 00 Lot of seed corn 1,50, 6 bush. wheat 12 00 
10 hens 2 75 Lot of peas 38, beans 1,00 1 38 


5 tons hay in old barn 
14 tons in new barn . 
16 bushels corn 

15 bushels wheat 

1 1-2 bushels beans 
60 bushels potatoes 

7 bushels apples 


30 00 30 bush. potatoes 10,00 225 Ibs. clear 


112 00 pork 29,25 39 25 
2u 00 80 Ibs pork 8,00, 300 Ibs beef 15 00 
35 00 6 lbs butter 1 20, 2 firkins 67 1 87 


2 25 Lot of meal 1,00, coarse & fine salt 1 84 
15 05 263-4 lbs lard & tub 3,75, sugar & box 4 75 
1 75 1 jug & molasses 87, tea, pepper and 


1 bushel beets and turnips 25 = saleratus 75 1 62 
225 lbs. pork 28 12 1-2 bbl flour 4,00, 5 cider bbls 3,84. 7 34 
75 lbs. pork 7 50 1 pair wheels and new cart 18 00 
175 lbs. beef 10 50 1 pair do and rack 4 50 
3 Ibs. suet 25 1 new plow 8,00, 2 do 4,50 12 50 
22 lbs. butter 4 84 1 harrow with new wood 3 00 
3 bushels meal ~ 3 75 1 scalding tub 50, 1 water tub 34 84 
Flour 7 00 3 yokes and irons and 4 prs bows 4 00 
Salt, tub and box 65 3 chains 3,50, 2 ox sleds and pins 6 50 
12 cabbages 48 1 new sled 3, 00, 3 hay forks 4 50 
9 lbs. sugar and box 1 15 3 hay rakes 50,1 manure fork & hook 1 50 
25 lbs. lard and tub 3 50 1 new manure fork 1,50,2 shovels 3 00 
14 1-2 Ibs, dried apples 75 1 sod hoe 50, 3 snaths 1,34. 1 84 
1-2 lb. tea, pepper, saleratusand box 40 4 hoes 63, 2 iron bars 2,00 2 63 
12 lbs. mince meat and pans 1 25 4 axes 3,50, 1 cicle and corn cutter 4 og 


Apple sauce and tub 25 
Vinegar and barrell 1 00 
Allspice and ginger 20 
1 pair ox wheels and cart 3 00 
1 do do 15 00 
2 yokes and Sirons and 4pr. bows 3 00 
2 ox sleds, chains and pins 3 00 
3 chains, 3,50, 1 harrow, 1,50 5 00 
2 plows, 4,50, 3 hay forks, 1,50 6 00 
5 hay rakes and sod hoe 1 25 
1 manure fork and hook 1 50 
2 manure shovels 1 50 
3 axes, 2,75, 2 iron bars, 2,00 4 
3 hoes and 1 cicle 75 
2 scythes and snaths 1 00 
1 wood saw, 0,50, 2 hammers, 33 85 
’ 30 sap buckets and tub 1 50 
2 grindstones and 1 crank 2 00 
1 beetle and wedge 33 
1 cart draught 50 
, 1 hand saw, 1,00, 1 do 0,25 1 25 
1 chisel and 1 draw knife 33 
1 auger, 4-4 50 
1 glass canteen and box 75 
Lot new tin ware 1 00 
1 oil jug 25 
New glass and crockery ware 1 45 
1 case of new knives and forks 1 25 


1 cook stove and apparatus 
3 fire shovels and tongs 75 
3 sad irons " 75 
Fry basin and 8 kettles 1 00 
6 old tin pans and pail 


7 
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wood saw and 2 hammers 


30 sap buckets and tub 
1 grindstone and crank 
1 beetle and 2 wedges 

2 hand saws 1,25, 1 chisel and draw- 


1 4-4 auger 50, 1 glass lantern 75 
1 lot tin ware 1,00, jug and oil 37 


ing knife 33 


Glass and crockery ware 


1 


1 clock 5,00, 2 looking glasses 3+ 


1 
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1 cream pot, plates and platter 


set knives and forks 


cook stove and apparatus 


4 75 1 fire shovel 75, 1 do 25 
3 sad irons 73, fry basin & 3 kettles 


old tin pans and pail 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
5 
8 
1 
1 


2 wood pails, tray & 2 reels rnd chop- 


2 


6 tin pans, 1 pail and 4 basins 
12 earthern pans 1,00, Ilot knives: 


Spoons 25, 12 cups and saucers 50 


ping knife 
six quart pails and 6 tins 


and forks 50 


26 plates, 9 bowls and dish 


1 new dish 30, 1 new jug 37 
1 clothes basket 25, 3 weal bags 75 
1new trumpet and match safe 


1 churn 53, 6 towels and table eloth 60 
1 clock, 5,00, 2 looking glasses, 34 5 34 1 box stove and funnel 


9 00 1 sheet iron stove and fire sheet 


2 wash tubs and 3 chambers 


1 meal chest 1,00, 14 chairs and 6 


chair frames 2,50 


30 6 case of drawers 


1 cream pot, 3 plates and 1 platter 50 1 case doof Sally Blake’s 


2 wood pails, tray and 2 reels & chop- 7 tables 

ping knife 75 1 bed, Naney Tewksbury 
2 six quart pails and 6 tins 75 1 do KE Quimby 
6 tin pans, 1 pail, 3 basins 2251 do Sarah Eastman 
12 brown earthern pans 1001 do Lois Beede 
Lot of knives and forks 751 do Mrs C Bean 
12 spoons, ,25, 12 cups & saucers, 50 75 1 do Abigail Sinclair 
28 plates, 10 bowls and 1 dish 175 1 do David Atkinson 
1 jug and 1 clothes basket 35 1 do Sally Blake 
5 meal bags, ,75, 1 churn, ,33 108 1 do unoccupied 


4 towels and 8 table cloths 


1 box stove and funnel 1 50 8 sheets and 9 pillar cases 
1 sheet iron stove and fire sheet 1 00 12 sheets and 12 pillar cases 
2 wash tubs and 4chambers 1 75 Bedding not included 
1 meal chest 1 00 Tallow and candles 
14 chairs and 6 chair frames 2 50 1 Ib rolls 42, lot fire wood 35,00 
6 cases Drawers 3 50 Lot of cord wood 
1 case drawers, gally Blake’s 2 00 Dry casks 
7 tables 3 50 5 chests 1,50, 6 flour bbls 60 
1 bed of Nancy Tewksbury 2 00 1-2 bush measure 12, J wood tunnel 
do E Quinby 4 50 11-2 bbls soap and tub 
do Sarah Eastman 3 00 1 keg and 3 meat bbls 
do Lois Beede 3 50 1 steel yard and oil keg 
do Mrs C Bean 3 50 1 five pail kettle and 4 pots 
do Abigail Sinclair 2 50 1 loom and apparatus 


50 16 blankets © 
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Lot of spinning wheels 1 00 
4 reeds and 1 harness (5) 
15 bush ashes 1 50 
100 lbs old iron 7d 


do David Atkinson 

do Sally Blake 

do. unoccupied 
12 blankets 1 
A new blankets 
8 sheets aad 9 pillow cases 
15 sheets and 10 pillow eases 
Bedding not included above 
2 beds of Thomas Wallace 1 


2 
4 
4 
0 
5 
q 
{ February 19, 1857. 
2 
2 

1 bureau, table and stand 3 
1 
2 
8 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
5 


ALVAH MOULTON 
DAVID TILTON, : : Appraisers. 


6 dining chairs and rocking chair 

1 cook stove and apparatus 

Spare bedding 

Lot of Crockery ware 

1 brass kettle 

2 axes and 1 shovel 

1 fire shovel, Tongs and hoe 

Casks, pails, boxes, &¢ 

21-4 bbls. cider and casks 

2 Rennets, ,50, Tallow and Candles, 
2,80, 5 1-2 Ibs. rolls, 2,25 45 

Lot of fire and cord wood 47 50 

1-2 M. shingle lent A Moulton 83 

Casks, chests, flour bbls. 1 2bu. m’re 2 62 

1 wood tunnel, ,25, 1 1-2 bbl. soap 6 75 


1 keg, 50, 3 meat bbls. 1,00 1 50 
1 steel yard 50, 1 oil keg 25 75 ay 
1 five pail kettle and 4 pots” 3 00 
2 pumps and acqueducts 7 00 
1 loom and apparatus 1 00 


Lot spinning wheels,reeds & harness 1 75 
20 bush ashes 2.00, boards & planks 8 00 
Old iron, lumber 3 00 


$824 76 
February 21, 1856. 
DANIEL Q. BEAN, mate 
ELIPHALET McGAFFEY, ; bakit a 


AMOUNT OF ARTICLES SOLD FROM TOWN FARM. 


1 cow 35,00, one calf 4,00, $39 00 
1 calf 6,00, 2 pigs 5,00 T1 06 
2 lambs 4, 50, 8 bushels ashes 1,00 ; 5 50. 
1-2 M shingles 83, for ox labor 1,50 2 33 
1 pelt 50, 100 hay 50 1:00 
1 1-2 tong of hay 10,50, 4,tons do. 36,00 46 50 
For wool 5,25, for butter 5,20 . 10 45 
For hide 3 29 
| $119 07 
RECAPITULATION. 
Amount paid out B30 27 
Amount of articles sold $249 07 


Amount of excess of inventory as made Feb. 19, 1857, 
overt inventory as made March 31, 1856, as apprais- 
ed by A. Moulton and D. Tilton 129 73 4 


eee 


$248 80 


a 
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There has been 156 weeks support for the poor on the farm. As Mr. 
Graves’ services was paid for by the present board, Mr. Vittum’s is not 
completed. ‘There being a short crop of wheat and no apples to dry, oth- 
erwise there would have been more credit to the farm. Mr. Vittum has 
paid for 28 cords of wood to James Wallis, and hauled and cut up the same. 
It_is the opinion of the Selectmen that Mr. Vittum has managed the farm 
in the best manner,—made some improvements—the stock looks well, and 
he has given satisfaction generally. 


County Paupers. 


Paid Messrs. Butler, Avery, Dolloff, Quimby, Burley, Smith, Scott 
and Watson $253 00 


Incidental Expenses. 
J, Wentworth for 35 1-2 days as Selectman, stationery, and expen- 


ses incurred in guing to Ossipee, Meredith, &c 57 74 
J F Moulton for 33 days as Selectman, and $4 for expenses in get- _ 

ting affidavits and establishing the settlement of C'\Woodman 37 00 
A B Beede for 33 days as Selectman 33 00 
Stephen Cogan for services as School Committee 50 75 
FE Gould for abatement . 1 61 
RC Stevens for printing Reports in 1855 22 00 
W A Heard for recording taxes and other papers 14 12 
W A Heard for recording non-resident tax sale 50 


D W Moore for abatement 
James Norris for board of Messrs. Moulton and Beede 
George W Smith for bounty on one bear 
Moulton S Webster service as constable two days 
R M Penniman for service as constable 
Wm Mears for abatement 
EF. L Sturtevant for service as constable 
Dinsmore for service as constable 


Stephen Dinsmore for enrolling militia 00 
B B Hoit do 00 
F A Williams do 00 
A Tilton do 

B B Hodve do 00 


John M Stevenson for abatement in 1855 

DS Rowe for bounty on bear 

DS Rowe for bounty on wild cut 

William Plummer for abatement 

James Wallis for abatement, 1855 

Hi Weed, Jr for services as constable 

D M Watson for abatement on land of Danie] Hoag 
W C Fox, School Commissioner 

Charles Vittum, storing lumber, &c — 

John D Moulton for abatement of poll tax 


to 
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$317 78 
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) Schools. 
Dis, No. 1. 209 70 Dis. No. 12. 55 87 
do 2, 110 43 - do 13. 70 44 
doyid., 74 29 : do 14. Due Dist. 9 53 | 
do 4. 79 96 do 15, 72 55 
do 5. 72 35 do 16. 111 30 
do 6. 45 69 do 17. 36 17 
do 7. 127 55 Due Dist.6 44 do 18, 241 33 
do 8. 66 64 do 19. 90 06 : 
do 9. 138 78 . do 20. 11 62 do 571 
do 10. 48 00 do 90 99 do 21. 39 00 do 34 84 
do Il. 120 01 a 
$1821 71 
School Houses. 
District No. 6. $12 60, 
do 9. AAFQ97 
do Il. 624 62 
‘do 18. 310 64 
$1120 73 
General Account. 
The Selectmen charge themselves with. $8109 57 
They have paid the following sums, viz:— , 
State tax $322 00 
County tax 450 87 
External poor 825 97 
Highways and bridges 564 16 
County paupers 253 00 - 
Incidental expenses 317 78 
Note of Selectmen given-to J E Hilton in 1855 1298 73 
One do given to bank in 1855 158 64 
One do given to J M Bean in 1854 169 00 
County road per order of L Smith 97 00 
School Houses 197 ae 
Town Farm 301 27 
Schools , 182] 71 
Balance in hands of Collector and Act’g Treasurer 732 00 
$8109 57 


The foregoing account settles all the bills justly due against the town to 
our knowledge, except the services of the Collector, which is $50,00, for 
collecting the town tax and $2,00.each for collecting the school house do., 
there will however undoubtedly be a few more bills come in before a settle- 


ment with the Auditors. 


We deem it proper here to state that there is a suit now pending in 
Rockingham County, wherein the town of Epping has sued this town for 
the support of the Choat or Willey family, which suit was commenced 
some three or four years ago, and is now carried up to the Superior Court 


on a question of law. 


It is hoped that there will be generosity and union of feeling suffie.ent 
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in each highway district to keep their small bridges, and during the winter 
and spring, their roads in good condition, without presenting hills to the 
town for payment. ‘This is an evil sprung up within a few years, and if 
suffered to Jive will create more discord tn districts, and bleed the treasury 
of the town more freely than mest any other system that could be adopted. 
Let every citizen of the town be magnanimous, wiliing to co-operate with 
-his neighbor, make but few charges against the town, and those sinall, un- 
il ovr town debt is cancelled. 
Respectfully submitted: 

JOSEPH WENTWORTH, ) Selectinen 

JACOB F. MOULTON, of 
ALPHEUS B. BEEDE, Sandwich. 
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Superintending School Committee of Sandwich, N. H., 


% 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1857. 
See Ee ee eis 


In submitting this Report, the Committee does not expect to throw 
additional lustre upon the interesting subject of Common School 
Education. ‘The best educators in the country have demonstrated 
almost to a mathematical certainty the best methods of governing 
and teaching schools, so there is very little left that I should dare re- 
commend to the general reader. In a government like ours, where 


every individual is liable to be called upon to execute the duties of 


some important office, it is of great consequence that all the citizens 
should have an education qualifying them to act well their part.— 
Our Puritan fathers saw the utility, and laid the plan of our Common 
Schools. Their posterity have systematized and beautified that plan 
until they have become the College of the great mass of the people. 
Comuion Schools are a political blessing, for they prepare the com- 
munity to be freemen, to resist the usurpation of tyrants, and to re- 
spect the rights of man. ti 

A well regulated school is a miniature of a well regulated govern- 
ment, and its legitimate effect is to produce an order-loving, law-abiding 
community. They are a moral blessing, for where bigotry and su- 
perstition reign there are no Common Schools. More than nine out 
of ten of all those scholars who have attended school in this town 
this year receive all their scholastic education in these schools.— 
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This shows their incomparable importance, and urges an unwearied 
zeal to make them everything they should be. Few towns manifest 
a greater desire for good schools than this, by raising money for their 
support, building school houses of the first class, remodeling old ones, 
and paying teachers remunerative wages. 

All this is as it should be. If the same assiduity is used in the 
selection of teachers, and you give them your hearty co-operation, 
then your schools will be noted for their excellence. Good teachers 
cannot well be treated with too much consideration and kindness.— 
We must not look for perfection in them, though they should always 
be of a spotless character. Speak of their faults withigreat caution 
and much charity. A teacher’s faults should never be discussed be- 
fore children, or in general society, but if any are aggrieved, they 
should go alone, at a proper time and place, in a courteous manner, 
not in a fiery rage, and converse with them upon the subject ina 
calm manner, and the difficulty will be amicably adjusted. 


«Great caution should be used in the selection of teachers. “All - 


teachers should make it their study to improve; but some may sav 
they are too old, others are too conceited, while some others are too 
indifferent to think of making improvement. Such should never be 
‘employed as teachers. 


In addition to good literary qualifications they should have the fa- 
culty to call the mind of the pupil into earnest exercise, for when 
attention is excited, thought is awakened, for, says Professor Had- 
dock, ‘little is done in education, till mind is called into active, earn- 
est exercise.” The instructor should not only be apt to teach, but 
able to secure and maintain order, first by moral suasion, but if that 
fails, and it is found indispensably necessary, to apply the rod. 

All our schools except six, have been taught by females, and they 
have prospered well, except in a few instances, when some large 
scholars thought they were undervaluing their manhood by obeying 
the orders of a female teacher. 

Young, inexperienced teachers may succeed well in a small sum- 
mer school, but should never be employed inthe winter. No female 
should be employed to teach a winter school, except those of known 
experience and ability. 

Reading has been taught more scientifically than usual. Howey 


* 


15 
er it is taught too much from imitation, for where this is carried to 
excess the flexibility and vigor of the voice is injured In many of 
our schools we have fine readers, on whom the progress of the age 
has stamped itself very legibly. The improvement in reading in 
some instances is retarded.by the false ambition of scholars pushing 
themselves into higher classes before they are prepared for it. 

The improvement in spelling is good, and the method of teaching 
unexceptionable. In the forenoon the classes spell orally, giving the 
definition of each word; in the afternoon they are exercised in silent 
spelling, by writing from dictation on the slate or black-board. 


Too much time is spent in the study of geography. There is eith- 
er a fault in the,method of teaching it, or in the text books used.— 
Admitting the scholars can answer the ten or twelve thousand ques- 
tions required by the geographies we have in our schools, what ben- 
efit will it be to the most of them to know the latitude and longitude 
of every little village, even in the interior of Africa and Asia? Sup- 
- posing the scholar can answer all these questions to-day, if he in one 
year can answer one half of them without review, he must have a 
very tenacious memory. ‘There is a limit in the study of geogra- 
phy, beyond which it is not profitable to go. Geography has been 
studied as usual Beautiful specimens of map drawing on paper, 
the slate and black-board, were presented for inspection. Many of the 
scholars manifested a thoroughness in the knowledge of geography 
rarely attained, but in order for them to remain thorough it must be 
made an endless study, fur the memory is not capacious enough to 
hold all these isolated facts. J hope the time is not far distant when 
we shall have atext book that will meet the wants of the Common 
School. 

There certainly is a greater interest manifested in the study of 
grammar than formerly. Late authors have reduced its principles 
to the comprehension even of children. It is really pleasing to hear 
scholars treat onr language as a tangible subject. They will take a 
sentence, reduce it to its elementary principles, and then reconstruct 
it. This method of teaching grammar must excite the attention and 
secure sncecess. 

Avithmetie is well taught, and well studied, and in no other branch 


‘ve the sel 2) > ar Crad ty ©. eveat a doeree of eminence. 
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Inorder for our schools to retain their high standing, their 

importance should be appreciated by every individual. The su 

ing, fostering care of parents is needed. ‘I'hey should give the t 

er all the weight of their influence to enable him to maintain order, 
to carry his plans for the improving of the school into operation. It 
is not only the privilege, but the duty of any candid, intelligent pa- 
rent, or citizen, to visist our schools and their teachers, to see for 
themselves what they are, and where teachers or scholars merit ap- 
probation, give it. To have good schools, we must have good teach- 
ers, those who feel the responsibility of their station, the importance 
of creating in the minds of their pupils an abiding thirst for knowl- 
edge, and a deep sense of their moral accountability. Energetic, 
wide-awake, persevering teachers, will have wide-awake, energetic 
scholars. 


STEPHEN COGAN, 
Sup. School Committee. 


